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younger Goring's treachery had provided irrefragible evidence. The queen was known to be intriguing for foreign help, from France, Holland, Denmark, the Pope, even from Scotland, and when the proofs came to the knowledge of the parliament leaders they resolved to impeach her. She knew well what a damning case could be made against her, and she listened to the advice of Digby, who stood himself in the same danger. Strafford had fallen because Pym had been allowed to strike first ; now the king must get in the first blow and impeach the Commons leaders of treason. Charles, deeply moved by his wife's peril, was persuaded, and, on January 3, the attorney-general appeared before the House of Lords with a charge against Lord Kimbolton, and five members of the lower House, Pym, Hampden, Holies, Haselrig and Strode, while the Commons received a demand for their arrest.

Then came folly upon folly. Charles desired to proceed by law and not by violence, and, as the law stood, the accused, notably because of their Scottish intrigues, were as much guilty of treason as Strafford. But his impatience sent him crashing through all constitutional laws and customs. Next afternoon he went down to the House in a coach, with an armed retinue of three or four hundred men behind him. News of his intention had long before been sent to Pym by Will Murray and by one of the queen's women, Lady Carlisle,1 and the five members had discreetly withdrawn. Charles strode into the chamber to find the birds flown, and to receive from Speaker Lenthall the classic answer that " he had neither eyes to see, nor tongue to speak, in this place but as the House is pleased to direct me." Next day he sought for the culprits in the city with no better success.

It was for the king the Rubicon which could not be recrossed. By his action he had exasperated the Com-

1 For Will Murray, who afterwards became Earl ol Dysart, see Buchan, Montroite, 134, and Burnet, Own Time, L 244, Lady Carlisle was Lucy, daughter of Henry, Earl of Northumberland, and widow of the first Earl of Carlisle. She was a vain, avaricious intrigante, but, though she was a close friend of StrufCord, there is no evidence for the statement in the Complete Peerage that she had been his mistress, and it is highly improbable that she was over Pyna'8.